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LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT

e have just witnessed the last

graduating class of this century

at Avila College. As we look

hack on the accomplishments of our

Avila graduates, who started making

their mark on our world soon after the

college opened in 1916, we see a cen-

tury filled with good works and many

lifetimes of achievement.

Included in this issue of Accent,

you will find some information about

the 1999

Commencement

Speaker, Sr. Helen

Prejean, CSJ. We
felt she would be

a suitable sum-

mational voice

for our graduates,

as they prepare

to go into the

world and make

a difference, just as their predecessors

have done.

Also, I would like to draw your

attention to the stories on the 50th

anniversary nursing celebration, the

23rd annual Steer Dinner, and the

outcomes of a successful strategic plan.

Avila College academic programs

continue to receive national accredita-

tion and be revised to meet needs for

today and tomorrow. Individuals con-

tinue to make outstanding contributions

to Avila College. This issue has a

few articles that acknowledge the

performance of our employees, the

generosity of our donors, and the sup-

port of our many volunteers.

As always, I thank you for your

continued support of Avila’s mission,

values, and purposes.
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Sincerely,
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Dr. Larry Kramer

President

Ul

1998-99 Professor

of the Year

Dr. Ben Meade is

Assistant Professor in

Communication and

Manager of the

Production Studio.

Chosen as the 1998-99

Professor of the Year,

Meade recently had a chance to talk to Accent

about his background and teaching style.

With
Dr. Ben Meade

ACCENT First, congratulations from everyone at Avila on your selec-

tion as Professor of the Year. As we have reported in past articles

about your career, you are a partner in an investment company, and

you started teaching at Avila in 1996. Why did you decide to

become an educator?

Meade: Yes, I’ve spent 21 years in business. I wouldn’t have become

a professor if it wasn’t at Avila College. This is the kind of college

that I needed when I was in school. Education is the essence of how

you prepare someone for life. I can say to a student ‘This is the way

it is in real life, because I’ve done it.’

Education is the essence of how
YOU PREPARE SOMEONE FOR LIFE.

I CAN SAY TO A STUDENT 'THIS IS

THE WAY IT IS IN REAL LIFE/

BECAUSE I'VE DONE IT.'

A: How would you describe your teaching philosophy?

M: You have to connect your mind with your heart. I stress that with

the students. Everyone has the capacity for it. Technique alone

doesn’t make the cut. Once a student can connect their inner voice

or their heart with their technique, the work is made better.

A: This issue in our “In Other News” section, we mention your col-

laborative student/professor film festival entry. How important are

the film competitions for you?

M: I really enjoyed the collaborative work. But I do stress the entries

in film competitions as a solid foundation for a student’s career. This
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year at the Kan Film Fest (for

outstanding regional film) we

will have 1 1 entries. That is more

than UMKC, KU and The Art

Institute combined. When stu-

dents graduate, they need pieces

that people will recognize in the

field. We’re building a great repu-

tation.

A: As you know, Accent goes out

to all of Avila’s friends, alumni,

and donors. What would you like

to tell Accent’s readers?

M: First, I would say ‘thank you’

for your financial contributions

to the department. We really

make a little money go a long way for the

students. An Avid video editor used to cost

$100,000. Now, they’re just $8,000. By hav-

ing one, the students learn to edit on the

same equipment used in Hollywood. We
have great facilities with a lot of flexibility

for the future. Our next challenge is the con-

version to digital — when the profession

makes advances, we have to keep up.

A: From everyone here at Avila, thank

you. And again, congratulations on your

selection as Professor of the Year.

OF THE YEAR AWARD

Meade receiving the Professor

50TH ANNIVERSARY NURSING
CELEBRATION

Honored at the event on May 3rd were all

of the past chairpersons of the Department

of Nursing. Since 1948, they are:

t Rose Helene Vaughan, CSJ, 1948*1950

t Mary Fabian Hutti, CSJ

,

1950-1960

Mary Mark Duranty, CSJ, 1960-1967

Norma Levuis'Lavik ‘58, Ph.D., 1967*1980

Beverly Lindsey
, M.S.N., 1980*1982

Barbara Moore ‘62, CSJ, Ph.D., 1982*1988

Susan Hildebrand, Ed.D., 1988*1994

Susan Hackler Fetsch, Ph.D., 1994*Present

Lewis-Levik, Ph.D.

Honored at the 50th Anniversary

Celebration for Nursing were:

(from left) Beverly Lindsey, M.S.N,

Barbara Moore '62, CSJ, Ph.D.,

Susan H. Fetsch, Ph.D.,

Susan Hildebrand, Ed.D.

t deceased
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SR. HELEN PREJEAN SPE
AT 1999 COMMENCEME
Author of Dead Man Walking receives

Honorary Degree.

S
ister Helen Prejean, critically acclaimed author of the

book Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of the

Death Penalty in The United States, was a featured guest

speaker at Avila’s Spring 1999 Graduation Commencement on

Saturday, May 15.

Sr. Prejean’s keynote address in regard to capital punishment

has received national attention with her Pulitzer Prize nominat-

ed book Dead Man Walking. The book was made into the film

“Dead Man Walking” and was released in 1995. Susan Sarandon,

who played the role of Sr. Helen, won an Oscar for Best Actress

for her portrayal.

Sr. Helen is a native of Louisiana, where she has worked and

lived all of her life. She joined the Sisters of St. Joseph of

Medaille in 1957. She received a B.A. in English and education

from St. Mary’s Dominican College, New Orleans in 1962. In

1973 she received an M.A. in Religious Education from St. Paul’s

University in Ottawa, Canada. She was Religious Education

Director at St. Frances Cabrini Parish in New Orleans and

Formation Director for her religious community.

Involvement with poor inner-city residents in the St.

Thomas Housing Project led her to prison ministry where she

counseled death row inmates in the Louisiana State Penitentiary.

She has accompanied three men to the electric chair and wit-

nessed their deaths. She also has befriended murder victims’ fam-

ilies and helped found “Survive” a victim’s advocacy group in

New Orleans.

Now she lectures extensively throughout the country on the

death penalty. She continues her ministry to death row inmates

and their families. She is at work on a book about women’s strug-

gle for equality in the Roman Catholic Church to be published

hy Random House. She is also a recipient of a Guggenheim

Fellowship, and was nominated for the Nohel Peace

Prize in 1998.

“I am here because the Sisters of Saint Joseph

(CSJ) are my cousins,” Sr. Helen said during the com-

mencement address. “I love what they do here at Avila

College — the years they’ve kept the college going,

the diverse graduates, and 1 love the 60% of you who

are first-generation college graduates. My CSJ educa-

tion prepared me for life.”

Sr. Helen Prejean, CSJ, is presented

HER HONORARY DEGREE BY TOM SAN

Chairman of the Avila College

Board of Trustees.
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"I love what

they do here at

Avila College —

the years they've

kept the college

going, the

diverse gradu-

ates, and I love

the 60% of you

who are first-

generation col-

lege graduates.

HI

MBA PROGRAM REVISES SEMESTER
STRUCTURE by Kate Schoenberger, guest columnist

C
ongratulations to Avila College’s

MBA program. Not only are they

celebrating their 21th anniversary,

but they are also celebrating a new and

improved tri-mester format.

The tri-mester will consist of

adding an extra MBA semester in a

year’s time. Now, the MBA pro-

gram has three 1 1 -week semesters

and an 8-week summer session.

However, Avila’s 21 years of qual-

ity, content, and requirements will

remain the same.

The program is an evening, part-

time program for working adults and

at the same time, can he a full-time pro-

gram for those students who wish to take 6

credit hours per tri-mester.

The program still offers seven areas of

concentration (Accounting, Finance,

General Management, Health Care

Administration, International Business,

Management Information Systems, and

Marketing).

V SPRING

Semester Tri-mester

Fall classes begin September 6, 1999.

For more information, contact Don Miller

at (816) 942-8400, ext. 2321, or e-mail

MillerDL@mail.Avila.edu. ^

A KEY TO OUR SUCCESS
A Capital Campaign Secret Weapon

R
kathimys: The Campaign for Avila
1
College was a well-orchestrated team

effort. In order to receive challenge

funds from The Kresge Foundation in the

amount of $500,000, Avila College need-

ed to successfully complete all goals of the

campaign. The Endowment portion of the

campaign had a goal of $1,600,000. As you

may recall from previous Accent reports,

$2,372,920 was raised against this goal.

This is attributable to gifts made directly

against the endowment component, but a

major factor in the tabulation of the

Endowment goal was the generosity of two

i MAJOR FACTOR IN THE TABULATION OF THE

IDOWMENT GOAL WAS THE GENEROSITY

OF TWO LONG-TIME AVILA FRIENDS,

BilliRANPT AND PHILOMENA MUNTZEL..

Billie Burandt and Philomena

Muntzel made provisions for Avila in

their wills—a combined total of more

than $1,000,000. Through their bequests,

Avila was able to complete the endow-

ment portion of the campaign and

receive the $500,000 from The Kresge

Foundation.

“We encourage our donors to con-

sider giving a percentage of their current

estate,” says G. Richard Scott, Director

of Planned Giving. “If a donor plans to

donate even 5% of their estate in today’s

market, that can translate to a much

larger gift in the future market when

the bequest is realized.”

For more information on how you

can assist Avila College through

planned giving, please call G.

Richard Scott at (816) 942-8400,

ext. 2327.

long-time Avila friends, Billie Burandt and

Philomena Muntzel.

mi 4
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Going

Going

Gone

Going

Going

Gone

Going

Going

Gone

1999 Steer Dinner
Breaks Records

Sr. Olive Louise Dallavis, CSJ, President Emerita

I he 23rd Annual Steer Dinner and Auction

raised more than $250,000 toward the stu-

dent scholarship fund, and other institution-

al priorities.

More than 700 guests gathered at the Ritz-

Carlton on March 27 to break nearly all previous

Steer Dinner Records. The 1999 event saw increased

numbers in: attendees, volunteers

(105), planning committee members, new

first-time donors to the college, total number

of table sponsors, challenge donors and benefactors, number of silent

and live auction items, and alumni participation.

Mary Beth Meyers was the underwriter

for the event, continuing her generous part-

nership with the college. Carolyn Berbiglia

served as the honorary chairperson for the

1999 event.

Carl DiCapo and

Carolyn B

Dr. Larry Kramer, President; Mary Beth Meyers, Event Underwriter; and

Mary Beth Seiler Brown '85 and

husband Rob '84 . Rob is the Avila

Alumni Association Board President;

PHOTO SHOT FOLLOWING THEIR HAVING

WON THE BID ON THE TRIP TO IRELAND,

DONATED BY PATTI BROWNE

and John Sullivan.

Vicki and John Bondon, Planning

Committee Member; Rob Sullivan, Carol

Berbiglia, Honorary Chairperson; Bianca

Bondon, Ralph Bondon, Planning

Committee Member, and Andrea Bondon.
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and Alumni Relations;

Margy Regan

scher-Clark '73 , Director of

GATHER, SISTERS ANNIE BEST,

MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN COUNSELING
PSYCHOLOGY ACCREDITED

dllege President,

RAMER AND WIFE JAN;

son Kevin Kramer

'The course offerings...provide

STUDENTS WITH A FIRM GROUNDING

IN THE SCIENTIST-PRACTITIONER

MODEL, WHICH IS THE PRIMARY

GOAL OF THE PROGRAM."

T!

he Master of Science in

Counseling Psychology

(MSCP) program at

Avila College has been

accredited by the Masters in

Psychology Accreditation

Council (MPAC). Avila is

the first private college in

the country to receive accreditation. The
accreditation term is ten years.

The MSCP faculty worked on the

accreditation application for two years,

examining and revising the curriculum to

meet the Standards of Training and

Education set by the Council of Applied

Masters Programs in Psychology (CAMPP).

The faculty prepared a self-study report

that included a careful look at recruiting

and admissions efforts, the program’s mis-

sion statement, goals, educational outcomes

assigned to each course, and the final writ-

ten and oral examination required for grad-

uation.

Two MPAC site visitors came to campus

in January to verify that the self-study was an

accurate summary of the program. The final

report had the following comments:

“The MSCP program. . .has a well-

defined curriculum which easily meets the

Standards of Training developed by

CAMPP and adopted by MPAC as the

basis for curricular assessment.”

“The course offerings. . .provide stu-

dents with a firm grounding in the scientist-

practitioner model, which is the primary

goal of the program.”

“The faculty for the program are three

well-trained and particularly dedicated

individuals who display an unusual esprit

de corps.”

“Graduates generally express their sat-

isfaction with the quality and breadth of

their education, particularly noting the

successful emphasis on the development of

critical thinking skills.”

For more information on the Master

of Science in Counseling Psychology pro-

gram, contact the Office of Admissions at

(816) 942-8400, ext. 3500.
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WELCOME

WELCOME

WELCOME

WELCOME

WELCOME

WUI0ME

WELCOME

WELCOME

=LJ

A
vila College’s neighbors

recently had an opportu-

nity to hear about our

college’s future plans at a

Neighborhood Meeting held in

Whitfield Conference Center

April 12, 1999.

Neighbors, Friends, and

members of Avila’s Boards of

Trustees and Counselors heard

Sister Olive Louise Dallavis,

President Emerita, begin the

Avila

Welcomes
Neighbors

program with a retrospective

talk about the area and activities

in the 1960’s. Dr. Larry Kramer,

Avila President, then covered a

range of subjects that will

impact the college and the

neighborhood.

Those attending heard Dr.

Kramer discuss Avila’s Strategic

Plan and various parts of the

Plan’s four goals. Each member

of the audience received a copy

of Pathways to the Future: A
Strategic Plan. Dr. Kramer also

reviewed plans for the

Shlumpberger Maintenance

Facility, and the possible expan-

sion of the campus through new

residence and athletic facilities.

More than 1,600 letters

inviting neighbors to the meet-

ing were mailed.

The letters also

invited neighbors

to attend a

Goppert Theater

production and an

Avila basketball

game as Avila’s

guests.

Avila Trustees Approve New
Co-Curricular and Curricular
Programs for Implementation
Football Team Among New Programs

T
he Avila College Board of Trustees

has approved five new and five

enhanced co-curricular and curricular

programs for implementation within the

next five years. The programs are the result

of a strategic planning process in order to

meet the college’s needs for the new mil-

lennium. The Avila campus community,

including faculty, staff, alumni, students,

were involved in the process, and ultimately

the Board of Trustees.

Acknowledging the need for increased

residential student programs, Avila will ini-

tiate new co-curricular programs in debate

and forensics, and enhanced programs,

“It’s an exciting time to be at Avila

College,” says Dr. Larry Kramer, Avila

President. “The new co-curricular and

curricular programs give us tremendous

momentum as we begin educating for

the new millennium.”

including an expanded intramural program,

campus organization program, and a cheer-

leading/perfonnance dance troupe. Included

in the programs for implementation is a

men’s intercollegiate football program,

beginning as a a club-level sport in fall 2000,

followed by a full varsity squad in fall 2001.

Recruitment for the football team will begin

with the high school senior class of 2000.

The new co-curricular programs were

chosen for their ability to enhance the qual-

ity of residential life on campus, as well as

their ability to provide additional recruit-

ment potential in the next five years.

“It’s an exciting time to be at Avila

College,” says Dr. Larry Kramer, Avila

President. “The new co-curricular and cur-

ricular programs give us tremendous

momentum as we prepare for the new mil-

lennium.”

Avila will also implement three addi-

tional curricular programs as a result of the

strategic planning process. The new pro-

grams are: Early Childhood Education,

Computer Science, and Sports Science.

The remaining two programs are cur-

rently programs that are offered at

Avila, but will receive additional fund-

ing for upgrades and improvements as a

result of the approval by the Board of

Trustees. These enhanced programs

include the Art and Design major, and

the undergraduate Psychology major.

“One of the key factors in choosing

new curricular programs is our ability

to respond to the educational needs of

the region,” says Sr. Marie Joan Harris,

CSJ, Ph.D., Vice President and Dean for

Academic Affairs. “For more than 83

years, we have offered a quality education

to prepare students for the future. We feel

the new additions in curricular program-

ming will allow us to remain on the fore-

front in education.” B

A VISIT TO NAZARETH
A recent visit to Nazareth in St. Louis, Mo.

,
drew sev-

eral former and current familiar Avila faces together.

Stopping for a picture were: (Back row, from left)

Audrey Olson, CS], Community Life Coordinator,

Dr. Larry Kramer, President, Dr. James T. Barry,

Vice President for Advancement, Art Schlumpberger,

retired Director of Maintenance and Physical Plant.

(Middle row, from left) Siena Marie Miget, CSJ, Sr.

Margaret Reineheart, CSJ, Joan Shlumpberger. (Front

row, from left) Sr. de LaSalle McKeon, CSJ, Sr. Una

Marie Brumback,CSJ
,
Rachel O'Meara, CSJ

.
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JOE VOWELLS HELPS
AVILA STUDENTS

Avila Director of Planned Giving,

G. Richard Scott (right), pauses for

A PICTURE WITH DONOR JOE VOWELLS.

What's in a name?

A great deal—especially if the name

happens to he yours. The
Advancement staff at Avila College

wants your name to be right every time

we use it. Take a look at the mailing

name on the address label of this publi-

cation. If it is not as you wish, please

call Sister Ellen Marie Gavin at (816)

942-8400, ext. 2380 and Sister will

make the correction to our files.

M y late wife, JoAnn (class of 1944),

had a great love for her college

and the education she received,”

says Joe Vowells, who has established an

endowed scholarship in her name. Vowells

has given Avila approximately $25,000 for

the scholarship. Only the interest from the

scholarship is utilized, which means that

JoAnn will have perpetual recognition

arship fund in the future. The

annuities were funded with

appreciated stocks, which

reduces capital gains taxes for

Vowells.

“My life has been truly

enriches as a result of my giv-

ing,” says Vowells. “As it says

many times in the scriptures, I have found

the more I give the more

I receive. I am amazed"My late wife, JoAnn (class of 1 944),

HAD A GREAT LOVE FOR HER COLLEGE each year that as I

AND THE EDUCATION SHE RECEIVED,"

from Joe’s gifts.

Vowells has also created several

Charitable Gift Annuities with Avila

College, a giving method that ensures him

a specific annual income, provides an

income tax deduction, will not be subject

to estate taxes, and will add to the schol-

increase my giving, my
assets become larger. I

am happy to invest in

current and future Avila

students through their education.”

For more information on how to cre-

ate an Endowed Scholarship, Charitable

Gift Annuities, or other planned and

estates gifts, contact Avila’s Director of

Planned Giving, G. Richard Scott at (816)

942-8400, ext. 2327.

A vila’s Communication students, along with

Dr. Ben Meade, help a Dream Factory can-

didate fulfill his dream by playing basketball

with the Avila College Men’s Basketball team.

The E)ream Factory helps terminally ill chil-

dren find happiness through the realization of

their dreams. Kansas City Chiefs players Pellam

McDaniels, Bam Morris,

and Chester McGlaughlin

arrived for some one-on-

one as well.

Look
for an
alumni
survey
soon...

I
n the next few months,

you should see a survey in

the mail. We’re in the process

of compiling an up-to-date

alumni directory. We appreci-

ate your help in making our

records as accurate as possible.
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AlumniUPDATE
BIRTHS
1 9 8 0 ' s

Lorraine Peterson O’Connor ‘89 gave birth

to a daughter, Megan Elizabeth on March 12,

1999.

MARRIAGES
1 9 8 0 ' s

Larry Hadenfeld ‘83 was married May 8,

1999 to Kristie Hovey. Larry is employed by

AT&T.

Michele

Clements ‘89

was married to

Jay Robert Hill

on April 27,

1999. Michele is

employed hy

North Kansas City

Hospital as a nurse anesthetist

f!1 x

1 9 9 0 '
s

Krista Eckhoff ‘96 was married on May 29,

1999 to Ronald Poe. Krista is a labor & delivery

nurse at Bothwell Regional Health Center in

Sedalia, MO.

Amy Porre ‘96 married Brent Lovett on

November 20, 1998 in a ceremony in

Lawrence, Kansas. The couple now resides in

Naples, Florida.

Marcia DeMeyer ‘97 married Chris Sholl on

March 20, 1999 at First United Methodist

Church in Raytown. Marcia works in the crit-

ical care unit at North Kansas City Hospital.

NEWS
1 9 5 0 ' s

Sr. Clara Vincent ‘53 retired from active nurs-

ing after 43 years to become Hospital Chaplain

at St. Joseph Hospital in Augusta, Georgia.

Mary Ann Graham Bellinghausen ‘54 is a

part-time charge nurse at Golden Valley

Hospital in Clinton, Missouri.

Madelon Perreault ‘54 received her Ph.D. in

1981 and is now retired. Madelon works with

the American Red Cross in the area of mental

health in the state of Tennessee.

Sr. Ann Schorfeide ‘54 received approval for

a $1.5 million grant to begin a bi-state mid-

wife Masters program for the state of Kansas

and Greater Kansas City. Sr. Ann also serves

on the Avila College Board of Trustees.

Mary Lathrop Stewart ‘54 was Assistant

Professor of Nursing at the University of

Cincinnati before retirement. She is now

enjoying the role of grandmother of ten!

Rose Mary Schultz Hughes ‘55 is now
retired from nursing. While practicing nursing

Rose Mary was a specialist in the area of

enterostomal therapy.

Jo Ann Boone Hummelberg ‘57 is now

retired after a rewarding career

Tiijin as a practicing nurse in

w1
' numerous

^ communi-

ties across

the country.

*4M

Anna Louise Bailey Coles ‘58 is a retired

professor and Dean Emeritus of Howard

University.

Virginia Kopp Coppinger ‘58 is actively

involved in many volunteer projects including

Visitation parish and Trinity Lutheran

Hospital. She also serves on several area

boards including The Seton Center.

Elizabeth Gueguen Ramsey ‘59 is a member

of the adjunct faculty of St. Philips College,

San Antonio and is active in the Texas

Association of Vocational Nurse Educators.

1 9 6 0 '
s

Barbara Wedow Beam ‘64 was ordained an

Episcopal priest on 3-25-99, after 4 years as a

deacon. Barbara serves as vicar of the St.

Nicholas Church in Noel, Missouri. Her

daughter Serena Beam ‘95 and her fiancee

Jeff Fox attended the ordination.

Sally Otto Merten ‘64 lives in Fairfax, Virginia

and serves on many non-profit board. She was

recently elected to the Board of Trustees of

WETA Public TV and Radio. Her husband

Alan is president of George Mason University.

Joanne Parent Harrell ‘65 is a professor

and Director of the University of North

Carolina Center for Research on Chronic

Illnesses. Joanne has participated in research

on three funded studies.

Susan Carver ‘67 is the past president of the

Minnesota/Westem Wisconsin Dermatology

Nurses Association.

Phyllis Fehrenbach Kadle ‘67 lives in

Hamilton, Ohio and is retiring after teaching

French at the secondary level for the past 30

years.

1 9 7 0 ' s

Carolyn Hauck Gold ‘71 founded and man-

ages her own computer business in St. Louis.

Since 1983, she has grown the company

which today provides consulting service,

turnkey network implementation and automa-

tion support. She comments, “In most ven-

tures, there is risk; in order to be successful

you must have confidence in your decisions.”

Marty Rupp Venvertloh ‘72 works as a super-

visor of the Parish Nurse program of Blessing

Hospital in Quincy,, Illinois. Marty also is

involved in other community health groups.

Sue Fagan ‘73 is the Preceptor for Oregon

Health Science University students.

Christine Morgan Glenski ‘74 is a staff nurse

at Kansas City Children’s Mercy Hospital

where she works in same-day surgery and

recovery room.

Priscilla Hooper ‘74 is active in Nurse

Practitioners of Central Pennsylvania.

Tommie McCutcheon Puryear ‘74 is

the supervisor of Health Services for

Wynne, Arizona Public Schools.

Martha Todd Yager ‘75 is pursuing a

certificate as a family nurse practi-

tioner.

Diane Novak Gardner ‘76 is an

assistant professor at LSOMC
School of Nursing in Des

Allemands, Louisiana. Diane’s

area of concentration is psych.

Alicia Briseno ‘78 was named

director of-Kansas Blood Services.

Rick Easley ‘78 was named the new

Police Chief of Kansas City, Missouri

in April 1999.

Rudy Gonzalez ‘79 received an achieve-

ment award from the Secretary of Commerce

William Dailey in January 1999. Rudy also

serves on the Avila College Alumni Board.

1 9 8 0 ' s

Mildred S. Irwig ‘88 was certified by the

Library of Congress as a Braille Music

Transcriber in March of this year.

10 Accent Summer 1999



1 9 9 0 ' s

Linda Crist ‘90 was

promoted to general

counsel of Butler

Construction in

April of this year.

Gayle Runberg ‘91

joined Prudential Henry & Burrows as a sales

associate for new home projects. Gayle was

previously the executive director of Gentle

Shepherd Child Placement Services.

Marcy Martin Caldwell ‘92 is Director of

Promotions &t Marketing for Kansas City

radio station KUDL. KUDL recently received

the Crystal Award for outstanding community

service and credited Marcy as the catalyst for

this honor.

$30,000 CHALLENGE GRANT ISSUED
he Victor E. and Caroline E. Schutte Foundation has issued a

$30,000 challenge grant toward Avila’s Goppert Theater lighting sys-

tem. In order to release the challenge grant funds, donors will need to

match the funds for the light board no later than December 31, 1999. If

you would like to respond to the challenge, please contact the

Advancement office at (816) 942-8400, ext. 2213.

GRANT WILL EXPLORE BEST PRACTICES
IN NURSING EDUCATION

Susan H. Fetsch, RN, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Chairperson of

the Department of Nursing, has received a grant of $18,300 to develop

an orientation curriculum model of nursing education. The grant comes

from Sigma Theta Tau International, the Honor Society of Nursing, as part

of $85,000 distributed to explore improvements in nursing education.

"DREAM NEBULA" WINS FILM PRIZE

Paul Goldman ‘94 MS LMLP joined the

Northeast Kansas Mental Health and

Guidance Center as a licensed master-level

psychologist.

Susan Caffey ‘95 lives in Kansas City and

recently joined Carstar as a communication

specialist.

Amy Alderson Hall ‘95 lives in Kansas City

and joined Marks, Stallings and Campbell P.

A. as senior accountant.

Rebecca Durham ‘97 Avila nursing alum,

currently works at Independence Regional
'

Health Center.

Alba Sierra-Perez ‘98 traveled to

Honduras and Guatemala as a volun-

teer before relocating to Chicago.

DEATHS
Ernestine Louise Brown ‘72

Patricia Lestor Cox ‘46

Mary E. O’Connor Ervin ‘40

Gwendola C. Chinn Holly ‘62

Willa Mae Miller ‘62

Geraldine Joan Oetting ‘78

Eleanor Eileen Lentz Tye ‘86

DECEASED FRIENDS OF
THE COLLEGE

Mariguerite J. Dehner

Clarence H. Goppert

Norman P. Gordon ‘87 (Hon.)

Emery Prescovy

Mary Frances Roberts,

mother of Peggy Roberts ‘84

Delila Kay Welch

Wilbur LeRoy Booth,

father of Merla Temple ‘95

Mercedes Gonzalez ‘79

mother of Rudy Gonzalez ‘79

D r. Ben Meade, Associate Professor in Communication, and commu-

nication student Michael Adams have won the KC Metro Lonely

Seal Pictures experimental prize for their film “Dream Nebula” at the

Kansas City Filmmakers’ Jubilee.

ART INSTRUCTOR SHOWS WORK IN
NATIONAL SHOW

arci Aylward, Instructor in Painting and Drawing, has work show-

I ing in the Cambridge Art Association National Prize Show, curat-

ed by Peter Rathbone, Director, American Paintings and Sculpture for

Sotheby’s, and Eliza Rathbone, Chief Curator for the Phillips Collection

in Washington D.C.

SR. RUTH STUCKEL PRESENTS:
WORLD RELIGIONS

S r. Ruth Stuckel, CSJ, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Philosophy, has

been teaching a series on world religions at a variety of locations.

She has presented at St. Charles Parish, St. Thomas Moore Parish, and

for the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, Missouri.

SUSAN TREFZ LAITNER '73

Susan Trefz Laitner ‘73 is a Public Health Nurse with the City of

Independence Health Department and current president of the Beta

Lambda chapter of Sigma Theta Tau Nursing Honor Society.

Additionally she is an active member of Avila’s Alumni Association

Board where Avila benefits from her volunteer commitments regularly.

Under Susan’s leadership, Beta Lambda chapter was a major contributor

to the “Tradition’s in Nursing Excellence Scholarship” in honor of

Avila’s 50th Nursing Program Anniversary. The International Sigma

Theta Tau Nursing Honor Society featured her in their annual report for

her dedication to the nursing profession.

LONGTIME FRIEND, NORMAN P. GORDON,
DIES AT 90.

Norman P. Gordon ‘87 (Hon.), longtime Avila College friend and one

of the first lay persons appointed to the Avila College Board of Trustees,

died April 19, at age 90. Gordon had been a practicing lawyer and partner

at his law firm, Gordon, Gordon, & Lasley, the third-oldest law firm based

in die Kansas City area. He served on the Board of Tmstees from 1967 to

1990. Gordon’s son, Thomas, currently serves on the Avila College Board of

Trustees.
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Dear

Alumni

Dear

Alumni

Dear

Alumni

Dear

Alumni

Letter from

Dear Alumni,
In my role as Association President, I have

enjoyed many new experiences, though

none more than witnessing the commit-

ment of Avila’s alumni to their heritage.

The May 3rd celebration of “50 Years of

Nursing at Avila College” was another

demonstration of this. Congratulations to

all nursing alumni and department chair-

persons honored during this anniversary

year. Five former and current chairs were

present, including alumnae, Norma Lewis

Lavik ‘58 and Barbara Moore ‘62 CSJ.

While the celebration reception was the

final event in a year of 50th Anniversary

celebrations, all of you who have participat-

ed in any way during this year deserve to he

recognized. It was not enough merely to

attend an event celebrating Avila’s nursing

traditions, but the creation and support of

the endowed scholarship, “Traditions of

Excellence in Nursing” honors the legacy

built by the leadership of the faculty and

alumni during these five decades.

In a few weeks, I will complete my two-

year term as your association president.

What an exciting opportunity it has been

for me to oversee the progress of your board!

New ideas, events and sendees combined

with long-standing ones formed the founda-

tion of our accomplishments during this

period. These accomplishments have been

possible because of the dedication of many.

On behalf of the association, I would like to

AMIIA
COLLEGE

11901 Wornall Road

Kansas City, MO 64145-1698

this spring: Pam Atwell ‘78, Karen Garrison

‘87 (past President), Connie Huhhard ‘91,

Christine Ojile ‘82, Judy Page ‘85 (Vice

President) and Vicki Short ‘85. It has been

an honor to work with each of these dedi-

cated Avila supporters.

The goals of the past year focused on

several areas: by-laws revisions, communica-

tion, alumni recognition and involvement

with student programs. Thanks to countless

volunteer hours, progress was inade in each

of these areas. A visit to Avila’s webpage will

allow you to review our Association By-laws,

learn how to recognize a fellow alum for his

or her achievements, plan for Homecoming

reunions and track upcoming alumni

events. I encourage you to participate in our

on-line survey regarding our website and

tell us how we can communicate effectively

with you through this format.

This fall, you will be asked to partici-

pate in our alumni survey. The few minutes

it will take to complete and return will

enable the college to effectively network

with each of us.

Many of you remind

us at reunion plan-

ning sessions of the

importance of updat-

ed records as we

renew valued friend-

ships. Watch the next

issue of Accent for

more information.

tioned to provide the college with even

greater opportunities to connect with our

alumni in an attempt to fulfill the mission

of maintaining and enhancing the relation-

ship between Avila’s alumni, their commu-

nities and their col-

lege. Stay close and

connected to the

college. The need

for your involve-

ment has never

been greater.

Alumni
Alumni Recognition Nominations due

1999 Homecoming

16th Annual Avila Golf Classic

Alumni Basketball Game

Cocoa & Carols


